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3 a title expreſſive of the, na- a eo ro ON f 
AG i d zing heir. univerlaldepen- 1 1 
dence on the emperor, were yet 5 


articular princes, Who, while they. paid. their 
appoin ted tribute during peace, and f niſhed | 1 


eee 1 
retain the power, and; 10 : g 


ef 

+ 
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ay - 4 „r or 


nA P. royalty. Materials are wanting to a in 
VII. Je? full detail- the ſyſtem of Perſian government; 
—— but many circumſtances. contribute to ſhew 


; Was ituted with much political 

wiſdom; and i in the revolutions: of 0 

have been fo. happy ; as * Cyrus and 15 

„ ſucceſſors. The whole empire was divided 
inc large provinces, each un 


10 tendeney of a great officer, entitled fatraþ, | 


+ ng es hom all governors of towns and ſmaller diſ- 


tricts were reſponſihle. To prevent abuſes v 


85 2 be made of ſo extenſive authority, the 
ved to himſelf the — 


ms as well as bak thei in 8 


4 check 


pen ee 0 


mente without diſturbing its ke cuil ke 


i and pe by his Laake ee n leſs 3 
0 Alüberality than its utility, to 
appoint the ſon of the -conqu red prince to 
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brd Had coltndnicatibn he 
tant parts of this extenſive" empire, and to 
connect the Capital with the remoteft pro- 
vinces, couriers" were appointed, \who travel; 
led day and night to carry diſpatches, and an 
eſtabliſhment was made that in ſome degres 
reſembled” the modern p poſt. The bufin 
government a on er withou ut a ele e on 
mercial intercc 
dividuals, was "the oj 


cnev howto: Savers 
5 5 40" | ae hah gdoms. This appears | 
to bave been the firſt model of that inſtitution; 
whith;through'the Tiberal ſyſtem of European 
politics; and the aſcendency which commerot 
ad as dated in the affairs of nations, now ert 
tende communication fo'wor illy o | 
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and ſeventy five: thouſand 
Canſidering the relative value of u 
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kingdoms. 
The provinces of 
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teen thouſand five hundred and ſixty Eu ; 0 


talents, equal to three millions fix hundred 


pounds ſterling, © 
Ney in an- 


-I59 ” 
CHAP. 
VII. 
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tient and in modern times, this vaſt revenue 


amounted to thirty millions of .c our Currency. 


Beſides this ſtated income, the Perſian mo- 
narchs might, on every neceſſary. occa 
mind. the weren and Emes of Ok, 


ſubjects. 5 


reigns of the cal 
niſter juſtice in theiro own pany * To q: 


=} 4 Jolepty/Aniti 


on, de- 


Bus1 vas chen 5 whigh, were paid in i 
money, there were alſo contributions paid in 
kind, as in tha carly hillary of the European | 
a ſent annually to the 
king of Perſia twenty thouſand young Colts. 
Cyrene and Barca ware, be, _ 
| lides. the ordinary: taxes, compelled to furniſh 
ſuch a quantity of corn as was ſuffcient to 5 
ſupply: a hundred and twenty thouſand men. 
The ſatrapy of Babylon maintained the wag ; 
and his court during four months of the year. 
The Perfans were exempted from impaſts hs of | 
every kind, and no tributes dern cache 5 
from the conquered nations. ; 
Tas kings of Perſia, like the. other Gens, | 
d. were accuſtomed to admi- 


4 3 
2 1 


x 8 wy © 75 ns, 


. a7” vis s * o'r * 


hah bl the diſcharge of this [20 portant 
. x " 12 5 were inſtructed at an early age in 

| he kn dot of the laws and cuſtoms of 
| | and in the public. ſchobls 
„ Fbuth da Air equity, jucter, and truth, 
| . In the (fame A 8 As s rhetoric and d philoſo- 


15 - off fifty y yer were rad” 5 955 "oY to . 
| 1 f this awful employment. They 
| held their dite for life, and were called royal 
udpes, tome of them attend ng the King 
wherever" be went, and others adminiſtering 
ift ſtice at Rated, tirnes i in the different 18 | 


- 


IT. Gainers were 5 of Topal attention. 
3 having condemned to death a judge 
DT who had fuffered hit ſelf to be corrupted, . 
| deted His fkin to be "ſtretched on the tribupat © 
where he had given judgment, and where the , : 


fon of that judge was” to ſucceed” His father. | 


_ Mafters were ptohibite ed from putting their ; 
auaves to death l. The power of life and each. 5 
E " which" father: 8 reiſed over their” children 5 5 
* * . of e Was miti- Nl © 
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gated i in Perſia, nor were parents permitted to 
exerciſe it for flight faults or a fitſt offence. 
In trials, the perſon accuſed was confronted 
with the accuſer, who, in caſe of a falſe accu- 
fation, was condemned to the puniſhment _ 
which the other would have ſuffered had he 
been found guilty. Firſt offences were ſeldom 
puniſhed with death. Before ſentence was pro- 
nounced, the whole tenor of the offender's u 
was examined, and if his virtues greatly pre- 
ponderated, the rigour of the law was ſoftened; 
it being unjuſt, in the opinion of the Perſians, 
that a ſingle crime ſhould obliterate the S 
actions of a meritorious life. From the lee 
giſlation of the Perſians it appears, that they 
were | diſtinguiſhed from the nations of the 
caſt by. their, humanity, as N as 1 18 er 
valone.. 


The Aſſyrians, who extended their conqueſts 
from the Indus to the Mediterranean, came 
from the mountains of Atouria. The Chal- 
deans were originally from the dame countries ** 
and the Perſians, whoſe conqueſts fill the page 
of Pray and coy have 4 given their name 10 
e 5 ly. 
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people of ſoldiers, their character was war- 
like, and their education prepared them for 
military achievements. The firſt leſſons of a 


Perſian were to manage a horſe, to uſe the 


bow with dexterity, and to ſpeak truth. This 


moral virtue is naturally con nected with the 


character of a military nation; falſhood and 


cowardice, valour and veracity, have a na- 


tural and intimate connection, as, appears 


from European as well as Aſiatie manners. 


From the age of twenty-five to fifty years, 


: the Perſians were obliged to ſerve in the 


army. It was their practice always to wear 
their ſwords; and to go armed, in the time © 


peace as well as of war. In eating they were 
temperate and abſtemiouis, but indulged in 


wine, and during the banquet unfolded their 


minds and concerted their counſels. On the 


1 following morning the reſolutions of the paſt 


night were reviewed, and, after calm delibera- 
tion, were rejected or adopted. The ordinary 
arms of the Perſians were a ſcymitar, a dag- 
ger which hung in their belt, and two jave- | 
los or lances, the one to throw at a diſtance, 5 
the other to engage with in cloſe combat. On 

| the head ehe wore a tiara, which Was proof 


ANTIENT HIS Tory. 
body a coat of mail wrought i in theilikeneſs of CHAP, | 


ſeales ; their thighs were defended with cuiſſes; 
and- their ſhields or targets were of wicker. 
Tu craggy mountains which they in- 
habited were unfavourable to the rearing of 
horſes, and the poverty of their circumſtances 


164 


. 5 


-4) 
5 


was ill adapted to maintain them in great 


numbers. While all the other nations of 


Upper Aſia, except the Scythians, fought o 


horſeback, the Perſian armies were eee 
chiefly of infantry. In all ages the moſt (any 
| brated victories have been obtained by this 


” \ : 


> of fighting. The Grecians under Alex- 


44 the Romans under the republic, as well 
as the northern barbarians who over-ran and 
ſubdued the Roman empire, became maſters 


of the world chiefly through the firm intre- 


pidity of their infantry; and there is reaſon to 
believe, that one great cauſe of the Perſian 
conqueſts was not - their acquaintance with 
horſemanſhip, but their i ignorance of that art, 
which obliged them to employ the deter- 
mined valour of foot ſoldiers againſt the de· 
ſultory aſſaults of horſemen. While their 
neighbours, truſting to the ſwiftneſd of their 
1 e ee feeble efforts of diſtant 
8 it er ende ee band c hand, 


lis foes | 
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I 3 - aſſemblies,” Mat 
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appeared in 0 ne 


all their þ public and private ics © | When 
rey, went on any military expedition, the 7 


women always 2 attended the camp, according 


to the uniform cuſtoms of the eaſt. In the 
on the king was always in the 
centre; and when the ſignal was given by 
ſound of trumpets, it was followed by an uni- 
verſal ſhout! of the whole army. The royal 
banner was a ſpread Sele of gold carried on 
rl They did not em 
5 ſtratagems in war, fy ſought no ad- 
re owing to their _ | 


time of act 


the point of a long ſpear 


Vantages but what wi 
lour. They never fought in the night u 


Jari e the rifing of the fun. Duels, or fit as 
| combats, were frequent among them z a in 
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Eſt of ſoldiers. , In time. of war they v 
all bound, on pain of death, unleſs diſabled 


by age or diſeaſe, to appear under their re- — 
ſpective Randards, and. attend tha: i in his : 


_ expeditions *. 


Por vA and concubladge were. per- 8 
5 mitted by their laws, as among all the nations 
of the eaſt. Reſpect to the aged, particularly . 
to parents, was held a virtue of indelible obli- 
gation. THE love. of truth ſtrongl charac- 
terized their manners; it was held infamous 
to lye, as well as to live upon credit, becauiſe 


meanneſs, and falſhood ſeemed to be inſepara- 


ble from ſuch a life. Herodotus affirms, from 
rtain knowledge, that theſe cuſtoms — © 
prevailed among the Perſians : but the charac- CR, 
ter and manners.of the nation which had con- 
quered under Cyrus were not exempted fm 

and corruption. Of all the antient 
nations, the Perſians, according to Herodotus, 
were the moſt diſpoſed to adopt the cuſtoms 
of their neighbours. They ſoon preferred the 
Sb and. the arms of the AR: to their « own. 


his own « C 


change and 
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Ammian: Marcin lib, xxiij, ae, lib. . Herod. I 
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CHAP, cated the worſt of their vices. There was 
k vil. ſcarcely any direction of human depravity 
which they might not acquire from the uni- 
verſal Heentiouſnels| and corruption of Baby- 
lon. In the ſpace of fifty- two years, that 
intervened between the taking of that capital 
and the battle of Marathon, the ſpirit and 
manners of the Perſians had changed; the 
hardy and intrepid warriors who had con- 
quered Aſia, were themſelves ſubdued by the 
- vices of that luxurious: TILE LETT 
The reli- Tur religion of the antient Perſians i is va- 
8 luable for its intrinſic excellence, venerable for 
its high antiquity, and worthy of admiration 
S-.| 3 having been preſerved in uncorrupted pu- 
Am Bity for more than two thouſand years. Two 
5 ſyſtems of religion, from. time imtmemorial, 
had prevailed i in Aſia; that of the Sabians; who _ 
worſhipped i images ; * that of the magians, 
_ who yenerated fire, The followers: of the for- 
mer conſidered the ſun, moon, and ſtars, as 
the habitations of celeſtial intelligences, Who 
ö 1 - animated thoſe orbs, and were the cauſes of 
all their motions. The planets being the 
ncareſt to them of all the heavenly bodies, and 
generally believed to have the greateſt influence 
| on this world, divine worſhip was directed to 
ES de. H ere l the e, of the an- 
1 | tient 
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rene work}: The 
in the ofbs which they inhabited, which they 
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hey firſt adored their divinities ©: > AP. 


VII. 


conſidered as a kind of temples to tlie invifi ble 2 


T intelligences by which they were moved; and, 
in offering their devotions to any of their god 85 
directed their worſhip towards the planet in 
which, after their conſecration, they believed 
that their reſpective divinities condeſcended to 
| whey in a myſteriou manner. The ſun, and 
the planets, under the names of Saturn, Ju- 
piter, Mars, Apollo, Mercury, Venus, and 
Diana, were the firſt or greater gods among 


the antient polytheiſts. - This Sabian 7 | 


ſtition originated in Chaldea, as I have for- 
merly mentiòned, and from thence ſpread it- 
ſelf over a great part of Aſia. This ſect ſtill. 
ſubſiſts in the eaſt, under the antient name of- 
Sabians, and has: procured much influence and 
credit among the eaſtern people, for giving 


0 birth to the moſt . * their aftrono- 5 


i [ 
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nions of the magians, which formed the other 


: great diviſion of oriental religion. Abhorring 
images and idolatry, they worſhipped God only, 


under the ſymbol of fire. They held the doc- 
trine of two principles; one the cauſe of all 5 


eee the other of all evil. The former, repre- 


M4 ſented © 


n 


168 e 4 vi OP. * 
0 HA. Ws Poe by: light, they adored under the name 


vii. of Ormuzd, called Oramaſdes by the Greeks; 
B — — the latter. imaged by darkneſs, they. worſhip- | 


ped by the title of Ahriman or Arimanius. 
When they im plored bleſſings for themſelves 
or their friends, they ſupplicated the author of 
good; when they imprecated deſtruction to 
their enemies, they invoked the artificer of 
1 evil. Hence, when Xerxes prayed that his 
enemies might always baniſh their beſt and 
brayeſt citizens, as the Athenians had done 
Themiſtocles, he addreſſed his prayer to Ari- 
manius, not to Oromaſdes *. In alluſion to 
theſe opinions is the ſublime addreſs to Cyrus 
in, the prophecy of Iſaiah ＋ :; I am the Lord, 
and there is No. GOD bei des me. 1 girded 
thee, though thou haſt not known me; that 
they may know from the riſing of the ſun, and 
from the weſt, that there is NoNE ELSE. E 
form the LIGHT, and. create DARKNESS] I 
- make PEACE, and create EVIL : 1 the Wat 
do all theſe things. . 
ZERDUSH 1. or. ee wa 1 5 lived i in 


the reign of Wan, Hy pee 7 IL to Bae 5 


* Plutarch 3 in Mee mY 5 N 1 } avs e D 
+ Ifa. chap. xlv. ver. 5; 6, VVV 
t Zerduſht, in the 8 hes neu- an . 

ſeryer of the Heavens, 1 5 
reformed | 
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reformed the magian eligion.' Smerdis | Ac 
aſcended the Perſian throne after the eath 


Cambyſes, by the influence of the magi. The 
impoſture was detected; Smerdis was put to 


death; a. general ſlaughter was made of the 
magi or prieſts; that ſect began to deglior, 


and Sabianiſm to prevail. | But the affection 
which the people bore to the principles in 


which they had been educated, and the religion 8 
of their fathers, rendered the revival or refor- 


mation of it an object not only eaſy but de- 
ſirable. Zoroaſter, who acted in concert 
with Hyſtaſpes, the father of Darius, and ſu- 
perintendant of the magi, has'ever 1 one 
brated as the prophet of the Perſians. 

THe chief reformation which he made'in 


the magian theology was in its firſt principle. 


Formerly they had held the co- eternity of two 
ſupreme cauſes, the author of good and the 
author of evil, repreſented by light and dark- 


neſs: he introduced a principle ſuperior to 
both; one ſupreme God, independent and 
ſelf- exiſting. This divine being, according to 


the Perſian ſage, originally created only light, 


or good; but that darkneſs or evil reſulted 
from it as its defect, and followed it as the 
ſhadow does the © body... 6 r the firſt cauſe 5 


At 


nAr. the angel of lights ind the mo_ nel 
III. diffuſing good and evil in their reſpective 

0 Ls Tr regions... "Theſe are to remain in a per 
c̃onflict till the end of the world, when there 

-ſhall be a general reſurrection, and a day of 
judgment, in which Juſt retribution . ſhall 

be rendered to all according to their works. 

8 After which the evil angel and his followers 

'Y mmhall go into the regions of everlaſting dark- 
| neſs, to receive*the-puniſ mei 
M | - crimes, while the good. angel” and his dif. 


„ biples ſhall aſcend to the manſions of ever- 
\ INT light, to enjoy the reward of their vir- 


the final ſeparation will then be made, 


8 1 light and pan md no more ane to 
. eternity X. 5 f 
ZoROASTER, © Hip not 10 22 prin- 


Able but the mode of worſhip, ordered fire- 


temples to be built throughout the Perſian 

dominions. _ Hitherto they had erected their 

altars on the tops of hills, and on high places 

8 An the open air, where often, by rain and tem- 
piüſts, che ſacred fire was extinguiſhed : 

E prevent this, temples were built over their 1 


without rg Wer, conſidered fire 


e, ee ee Plut, ge Ik. & Ot. 
19 155 Eher, Relig. vol. Fer. Prideaux, 8 35 
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tars, and their religious ceremonies performed 
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as the ſymbol and the reſidence of the divine na- cnav. 


ture; but not as the divine nature itſelf. The 


well as the nobleſt production of the Deity, 


they regarded as the viſible throne of his glory, 
and the Shechinah of the divine preſence. 


Hence, in paying their adorations, they turned 
their faces towards this luminary, called by 
them Mithra, particularly at the time of his 


riſing. The ſun, however, was no more than 
the Rebla or point of adoration to the Perſians, 
as the temple of Jeruſalem was to the Jews, i 


or the city of Mecca to the Mahommedans. 
A RELIOIOUs reverence for fire has pre 


vailed over a great part of the world. An 
ever- burning fire was preſerved in the temple 
The antient Germans, the Celtæ, 
the Peruvians, and other nations of America, 
annexed the idea of ſomething ſacred and di- 
vine to this element. 
aſcended on the altar of burnt offerings at Je- 
ruſalem; God revealed himſelf to Moſes in a 


burning buſh, and announced his preſence to 


the hoſt of Iſrael by a pillar ef fire. 


Tur REH were three orders of -prieſts among 
the antient Perſians; the ordinary and -offici- 


ating ; ſuperintendents of theſe ; and the Ar. 
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cn AP, ſhip was thus performed. In every pyreum, 


VII. or fire-temple, an altar was erected, on which 
the holy fire, which they believed came down 
from heaven, was kept perpetually burning by 
the' prieſts, who | watched it day and night, 
When the people aſſembled to their devotions, 
the prieſt put on a white veſtment and a mitre, 
with a covering of gauze before his mouth, 
that he might not breathe on the ſacred ele- 

ment. He then read certain prayers out of 
the ſacred books, in a tone ſcarcely audible, 
holding in his left hand ſmall twigs of a con- 
ſecrated tree, which, as ſoon as the ſervice was 

. over, he threw into the fire. | 

Fo the near reſemblance which this fub- 
Ano ſyſtem of theology bears to the ſacred 
* it has been ſuppoſed “ that Zoro- 

aſter was a diſciple of the Jewiſh ; prophets. 
Whatever foundation may be for this conjec- 
ture, it is certain that the religion of the Per- 
ſians continued | infinitely ſuperior to the groſs 
_ ſuperſtitions of their idolatrous neighbours. 
Adoring one God, they believed him to be om- 

- nipreſent, and held it impious and profane to 
repreſent the inviſible Majeſty, of heaven by 
images or ſtatues, or to circumſcribe the Lord 
of the univerſe within the boundaries of tem- 
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edifices of the Greeks, as unworthy of the 
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ples. Actuated by a zeal againſt idolatry, CHAP! 
they overturned the religious monuments and 
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Deity. The tolerating ſpirit of the Greeks. 
and Romans aroſe from polytheiſm, not from 
philoſophy ; and perhaps from miſtaken prin- 
ciples of theiſm the Perſians became intolerant.” 


| Hence proceeded the outrages of Cambyſes in 


Egypt, and of Xerxes in Greece. 


Ix the decline of their empire, one of duh | 


princes introduced the worſhip of foreign di- 


vinities, particularly of Venus; but it was 


condemned by the magi, who remained firm 


to this great article of their faith, there is ut 


n Gop, and took care to tranſmit it reli- 
giouſly to their poſterity . 0-5 f 
AFTER the lapſe of ſo many centuries, 4 
revolutions of empire, and the fall of nations, 
the religion of Zoroaſter is ſtill preſerved in 
the eaſt in its purity; and the modern Par- 
ſes adore. the ſame object of worſhip, with the 


ſame rites and ceremonies, as was done by 


their forefathers in the time of Darius Hiſ- 
taſpes. Antient and modern authors, who” 
have made the Perſians the ſubjects of record, 
have always repreſented theſe as their genuine 


reli N tenets. Herodotus, the beſt pro —Y 
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inued long 
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of vanity and foll 
TRE public tables eſtabliſhed at Sparta, at 
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formed a part of the Cretan inſtitutions. 
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ordains a Progreſs. to nations as well as to in-» 
. The people were arreſted in t 
firſt ſtage. of i improvement. A bold hand wass 
put forth to that { beins which is in ee 
and ſtopt its motion. 5 
Fox this account it nnen . as FN EDS 
 nius: of the Spartans was altogether martial. 
War was their chief ſtudy, the object of theis | - 
education, their employment, and their plea- p 2 
ſure. Courage, the firſt quality of a ſoldier, © 
Was enlivened by honour and ſhame, ii, 7 
and reproach, and every powerful Principle 
chat can operate on the mind. In the know- 
ledge and practice of war they excelled the — 
Greeks as well as the Barbarians. „Ter ert 
leſſon in this art was, never to fly from theic 
enemies, however numerous or powerful, and 
on all occaſions. to conquer or to die. . Thols _ 
who fled in an engagement were rendered in- 
famous for ever, and might be inſulted by any 
_ perſon with impunity. War, inſtead of a hard- 
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